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We’d like to welcome the following emergency service organizations to the General Insurance 
“family”…  
Whites Crossing Fire & Rescue Company (Lackawanna) – www.62fire.com 
 
Congratulations to the Citizens Fire Co. #2, Mahanoy City (Schuylkill) on their recent purchase 
and delivery of a 1991 Mack/Baker Aerialscope purchased from the Upper Saucon Twp. Fire 
Dept. 

 
 

Stay current with upcoming Training Seminars by visiting our website! 
ESIP Training Seminars - “How to Prevent Theft in Your Organization”  
¶ Tues., Sept. 30th at 7:00pm at the Hershey Fire Dept. 
¶ Wed., Oct. 1st at 7:00pm at the Twp. of Spring Fire Dept. 
To register, go to www.insuranceforvolunteers.com or call Tony at 1-800-882-0801 ext. 13.   

 
Flashover Survival Training hosted by the American Fire Co. #1, Lansford will be held 
on Sept. 27 & 28 (Saturday & Sunday) from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm and again on Oct. 25 and 
26 (Saturday & Sunday) from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm.   For more information, go to the 
Training Seminar link at www.insuranceforvolunteers.com or contact Joe Greco at 
joey1503@ptd.net or call 570-657-0611. 
 
Chief Billy Goldfeder, "Firefighters Scared Straight" presented by the Nancy Run Fire 
Co. will be held on Tues., Oct.28, 2008 at 7:00pm at the Freedom High School auditorium 
in Bethlehem Township.  All area fire, EMS, and police personnel are welcome.  For more 
information go to the Training Seminar link at www.insuranceforvolunteers.com or contact 
Bernie Roecker at 610-861-0234 or broecker@nancyrun.org. 

Do you have a training class you’d like offered?  Chances are we can get it for you. 
Call or e-mail us with your needs! 

 

 
Safety Alert Update… 
Last month we highlighted a brief note on federal regulations regarding the use of safety vests on highway incidents.   
 
These regulations will take effect in November, 2008.  We’ve recently been provided with a more information 
detailing when vests are to be worn and what style of vest will meet the Federal requirements. 
 
Under 23 CFR Part 634, “All workers within the right-of-way of a Federal-aid highway who are exposed either to 
traffic (vehicles using the highway for the purposes of travel) or to construction equipment within the work area shall 
wear high-visible safety apparel.” 
 
“Worker means people on foot whose duties place them with the right-of-way of a Federal-aid highway, such as 
highway construction and maintenance forces, survey crews, utility crews, responders to incidents within the 
highway right-of-way, and law enforcement personnel when directing traffic, investigating crashes, and handling 
lane closures, obstructed roadways, and disasters within the Federal-aid highway. (23 CFR part 634.2) 
 



We’ve placed a nice presentation of what will be acceptable per the federal regulations on our website in the Loss 
Control & Forms section.  Please take a few moments to download that file (Adobe reader required) and review it 
with your personnel. 
 
If you’re unsure what highways are or are not covered under the new regulations in your response district, the easiest 
way to avoid a problem is to adopt this simple SOP for ALL highway incidents and responses…  
 

“If your feet are on the street, your vest is on your chest.” 
 
Special thanks to Ron Moore, Batt. Chief, McKinney Fire Dept., McKinney Texas, Ed Mann, PA State Fire Commissioner, Pat Pauley, 
PA State Fire Academy Resident Instructor and Jim Misstishen, Schuylkill County Public Safety Training Coordinator for providing 
the above information and file.   
 

 

BINGO is held at the Ryan Twp. Fire Co. every Thursday evenings.   
Texas Hold ‘Em Tournaments to benefit the Ogontz Fire Co. are held every 3rd Sat. monthly at 
7:00pm and are open to all fire, police and EMS personnel.  $20 donation door fee.  Contact Phil 
at pwash5@comcast.net for more info. 
Independence Day Jamboree Raffle & Benefit Concert will be held at the Lynnport 
Community Fire Company on Sat., July 5th from 4pm - 10 pm at the Kempton Fairgrounds 
(near Rts 143 & 737).  Donation $25 (allows 1 adult and accompanied children under 16 to enjoy 
all festivities).  Live music, fireworks, food and fun. Bring your lawn chairs. Tickets available 
online at www.lynnportfireco.org or call Heather 610-298-2995 for more info. 
East Greenville Fire Co. will be holding their Annual Carnival July 9th - 12th.  Plenty of music, 
food and rides along with their famous carnival BINGO is held in their air- conditioned hall. 
Community Fire Co., Frystown will hold its 1st Annual Motorcycle Show and Carnival.  July 
12, 2008 from 4PM to 9PM with kids games, adult games, food and pig roast, prizes, motorcycles 
and live music.  CFCF is located at 485 Frystown Road, Myerstown, PA 17067.  Contact Ray 
Marks at 717-866-7233 for information.  
Citizens Fire Co., Slatedale will hold its Annual Picnic on Sat., July 12th from 4PM-10PM.  
Live music from 7PM-10PM along with food, games and more all day.  Come out and have a 
good time! 
Franklin Vol. Fire Co. #1 will be holding its Annual Block Party from Fri., July 18 – San., July 
20th at the fire station.  Plenty of food, fun and live music each night.  Fire parade on Sat., at noon 
followed by the new truck housing and ending with a fireworks display.  The fire safety trailer 
will also be on-hand.  Call 610-377-2144 for more info. 
Columbia Hose Co. #1, Shenandoah will be holding a Community-wide Yard Sale on Sat., 
July 26th from 8AM – 1PM at the fire station.  Rent a table for only $5.00 – space is limited.  
Contact Shari at 570-462-9574 for more info. 
Nesquehoning Fire Co. #1 will be holding a Breakfast on Sun., July 29th from 8AM – Noon. 
Citizens Fire Co., Slatedale will hold its annual Pig Roast on Sat., Aug. 2nd.  Call 610-767-9453 
for more information 
Friendship Fire Co., Birdsboro will be holding its 10th Annual Scramble Golf Outing on Sun., 
Sept. 28th at the Reading Country Club.  Lunch at 11:00; Shot-gun start at 12:30 and Dinner at 
6:00.  For more information please call 610-582-0058. 
Nesquehoning Fire Co. #1 will hold its Annual Labor Day Stay Home Festival from Fri., Aug. 
29th thru Sun., Aug. 30th at the fire company grounds.  Great food, fun and more will be in store! 
Conshohocken Fire Co. #2 will be holding its 7th Annual Golf Tournament on Wed., Sept. 17th 
at the Turtle Creek Golf Course, Limerick.  4-Man scramble format with a Noon shotgun start.  
Dinner will follow at the Great American Pub.  To register or for more info. contact Steve Phipps 
at 610-960-5793 or sphipps@idexcorp.com 

  
 
 
 



The Forgotten Hazard 
By Dawn Vail, Loss Control Safety Representative 

Emergency Services Insurance Program 
 

 We spend countless hours training; preparing ourselves for the expected hazard whether it comes at us from 
a passing vehicle on a highway or a precarious live wire dangerously close to our emergency scene.  ‘Scene safety,’ 
‘Scene Size up,’ and ‘Incident Command,’ are terms we hear time and time again in every class taught, in every 
article read, and in every drill run.  Since the attacks on the World Trade Center, the emergency service community 
has focused much of its attention on terrorism and emergency preparedness for large scale incidents.  Our efforts are 
not in vain, and countless lives have been saved as a result.  But what about the danger that waits for you during the 
‘routine call’?  We must not forget to train and prepare ourselves for the ‘forgotten hazards’ and not become 
complacent because we respond to these calls every day. 
 Over the last ten to fifteen years violent behavior has steadily increased in every community.  Violence can 
strike at any moment, often when you least expect it.  Just last month a young EMT was hit by two bullets as he 
drove an ambulance on Interstate 64 in St. Louis, MO.  The shots were fired from a car that had pulled up alongside 
his rig.  In Canton, OH a paramedic was kicked and punched by a patient as he was attempting to transport the man 
to the hospital.  In Nevada, an accident victim fired a handgun while firefighters worked to free him from the 
wreckage.  As emergency responders, these people were called to help those in need and did NOT expect to have to 
defend themselves against the very people they swore to protect. 
 To best protect yourself and your crew from becoming a victim of violence, you must utilize the “Four A’s” 
of self-defense. 
V Attitude:  Do not allow yourself to become complacent.  There is no such thing as a ‘routine call.’  Stay alert 

and remember that even the most basic call could become a violent incident at a moment’s notice. 
V Awareness:  Think about your environment.  Do not assume you are safe as you enter someone’s home 

because they called 9-1-1 for your help.  Look around your surroundings and ask yourself, ‘What here could 
be used to hurt me or my crew?’   

V Avoidance:  Look for warning signs.  Know when to stage in the area to await law enforcement or when it is 
safe to approach the scene. 

V Action:  If you become caught in a difficult situation you must be prepared to take action to survive.   
Remember, it takes seconds for a situation to take a turn for the worse.  Discussing scenarios and developing a plan 
before the alarm sounds will decrease the chance that you or a member of your crew will be caught off guard in a 
violent situation.  For more information regarding this topic, contact ESIP’s customer service hotline, 
1.800.822.3747 ext 176 and ask about our VIPER program (Violence Intervention by Prevention for Emergency 
Responders). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Silver Spring Ambulance & Rescue (Cumberland) – www.silverspringambulance.com 
Rescue Fire Co., Susquehanna Twp. (Dauphin) – www.rescuefireco37.com 
Parkside Fire Co. (Delaware) – www.parkside45.com 
Conshohocken Fire Co. #2 (Montgomery) – www.fdconshohocken.com 
Ogontz Fire Co. (Montgomery) – www.ogontzfireco.org 
Sanatoga Fire Co. (Montgomery) – www.sanatogafireco.org 
Columbia Hose Co., Shenandoah (Schuylkill) – www.462fd.com 
Second Alarmers Assn. of Philadelphia (Montgomery) – www.sars.org 
Sheppton-Oneida Vol. Fire Co. (Schuylkill) – www.sovfc.com 

 

 
 



 

Got something you’re selling? 
Looking to Buy, Sell or Trade? - List it here  -  FREE! 

Aquishicola Fire Co. has a Motorola Syntor 9000X low-band radio for sale.  31-50mHz, 100-
watt.  Also available are Motorola UHF Minitor Pagers.  453.100 frequency with cases and 
batteries.  Contact Rory Koons at 610-826-2066 for more info. 
Diamond Fire Co., Walnutport has a Barron II Cylinder Refill System for sale.  5,000 psi, 13.2 
cfm w/ 3-cylinder enclosed fill station and 2 cascade cylinders.  Contact Mike Wentz at 610-597-
0376 or station29@enter.net for more info.  
Nesquehoning Fire Co. #1 has 11 – 100’ sections of 5” LDH w/ Stortz connections for sale.  
Contact Chief McArdle at 570-669-6684 for more info.  
Western Salisbury Vol. Fire Co. has a  1986 Mack CF/688/Ward 1979 1,000 GPM Pumper for 
sale.  Asking price is $32,000.  For more info. contact Chief Steve Schneider at 610-266-7100 or 
Chief Eng. Jack Kelly as 610-432-3847. 
Barren Hill Fire Co. has a 1972 Custom 20 Brush Truck and a 1994 Ford Club Wagon Fire 
Police Van for sale by bid through April 30th.  Both trucks are sold as is.  For more info. contact 
Chief Chris Schwartz at 610-825-2250 of BHFCTruckCommittee@comcast.net. 
Aquashicola Fire Co. has a 1994 FL-80 Freightliner Tanker for sale.  2,000 gal. tank with a 500 
gal PTO Pump.  Contact Rory Koons at 610-826-2066 for more info. 
East Allen Township Fire Department has recently taken delivery of a Pierce/Ford F550 QRV 
vehicle. This truck along with carrying an AED and medical supplies is also equipped with a 500 
gpm pump and carriers 250 gallons of water. We also took delivery of a Pierce Quantum Heavy 
Rescue. This is equipped with a light tower, air cascade system and a Hurst Tri-Mode power unit 
with three Hurst Reels. Check out our web site at eastallenfire.org for more details.  
Western Salisbury Vol. Fire Co. is selling a 1986 Mack CF688/Ward 79 Pumper.  34,400 miles, 
Allison Automatic Transmission.  1,000 GPM, 500 gal. tank and many extras.  Truck is in 
excellent condition with an asking price of $32,000 (negotiable).  For more info. contact Chief 
Steve Schneider at 610-266-7100 or Chief Engineer Jack Kelly at 610-432-3847.  
www.westernsalisbury.org. 
Ruscombmanor Fire Co. has 2 Honeywell smoke eaters available for FREE (formerly for sale).  
For additional info. call Eric at 610-223-9577 or Tom 610-721-6028. 
Harrisburg River Rescue has for sale the following:  2004 AB Nautilus Rigid Hull Inflatable 
Boat, 11 feet with a 30 HP Nissan stroke motor.  Electric Start, many accessories. Mint Condition, 
$8500.00.  17' Dive Rescue Zumro Inflatable Boat with 70 HP Evenirude Motor, light bar and 
numerous accessories.  Galvanized trailer in mint condition.  $15,500.00.  Contact Steve Ketterer 
@ 717-215-9963. 

 
From the Desk of Wes Fritz… 
Certificates of Insurance.  What are they?  Why are they needed?  And when? 
 
A certificate of insurance is – in basic terms – placing one insurance policy as the primary coverage in place of 
another policy for a specific period of time.  If your organization has ever used someone else’s property, you’ve 
probably been asked to provide a certificate of insurance.   
 
For example, a fire company is going to have a car wash fund-raiser at the local supermarket parking lot.  The 
management of the supermarket is more than willing to permit the company the use of parking lot space but requires 
the fire company to provide a certificate of insurance.  All you need to do is contact us, provide the name and 
address of the individual or business and for how long they intend to use the parking lot.  We can then add the 
supermarket onto the fire company’s policy for the day as an Additional Insured so if, say, a patron slips on the wet, 
soapy pavement, the fire company’s insurance policy would respond primary or first, before the supermarket’s.   
 
And, you’ll never receive a bill from us to issue a certificate of insurance! 
 
On the flip-side, it’s in our nature as volunteers to lend a hand, whenever, wherever and to whomever.  But one of 
the problems we face a lot of times is when the fire company “lends a hand” and allows another party the use of fire 



company property.  Rarely do we find the organization requires a certificate of insurance.  Unfortunately if 
something were to happen, it could cause a nightmare in determining who’s insurance policy is going to cover the 
incident and in a lot of situations, it’s the organization’s insurance policy that ends up responding – even if the 
organization is not at fault. 
 
For example, a fire company rents its picnic grove to someone for a family reunion picnic.  The fire company should 
require that person(s) provide the fire company with a certificate of insurance naming the fire company as an 
Additional Insured for the period of time in which the grove will be rented.  That way, should something happen, the 
renting party’s insurance policy would respond primary – similar to the example above. 
 
It’s also recommended some sort of agreement or contract be signed between the parties for the rental along with a 
Hold Harmless Agreement in addition to the certificate of insurance… and you want this documentation completed 
prior to the use of the property.   
 
So, as you continue to do what comes naturally – “lend a hand” – the other hand should have some paperwork in it to 
protect yourselves.  It’s unfortunate that in today’s litigious society, where someone else is always at fault, all this 
additional paperwork needs to be completed, but as the old saying goes, “better safe than sorry”.  Sample Hold 
Harmless Agreements and other documents that you can use as a guide are available to you on our website and  if 
you have any questions regarding the use of YOUR property by someone else, we are only a phone call 
away…anytime day or night. 
 
Until next month, Take Good Care. 
 

 
 

 
From All of Us to All of You… Have a Safe and Wonderful July 4th Holiday! 

 
 
 
 

We  Referrals! 
 

General Insurance Agency values its friends and clients privacy and will not provide e-mail addresses to without permission nor will 
our distribution list be provided to any other companies for the purpose of solicitation.  Should you no longer wish to continue to 
receive our newsletter or future e-mails, you can unsubscribe at unsubscribe-clients@insuranceforvolunteers.com 

 E-Mail  Cell  Office  
Ext. 

 

Amye Compitello amye@generalinsuranceinc.com 215-317-8414  10 
Linda Fritz  linda@generalinsuranceinc.com   11 
Maureen Farrell  maureen@generalinsuranceinc.com 215-260-2725  12 
Tony Blackwell  tony@generalinsuranceinc.com 570-764-6033 13 
Wes Fritz wes@generalinsuranceinc.com 215-317-8414 14 
Candy Vigorita candy@generalinsuranceinc.com  15 
Jim Caine JimCaine@verizon.net 215-514-5815 20 

Now Serving you with 3 Locations! 

Southeast PA 515 Stump Rd., Suite 234,  
North Wales, PA  19454 267-640-0911 

800 
882-0801 

Southern  
New Jersey 

665 Mill Creek Rd. 
Manahawkin, NJ 08050 609-978-9911 

Northeast PA 600 W. Centre St. 
Mahanoy City, PA  17948 570-772-3192 


