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We’d l ike to welcome the following emergency service organizations to the General 
Insurance “family”…  
American Hose Co. #1, Tamaqua (Schuylkill) – www.ahco1tamaqua.com 
River Rescue & Emergency Services Relief Assn. (Dauphin) - 
www.harrisburgriverrescue.org 
Mayfield Hose Co. #1 (Lackawanna) – www.fighting59th.com 

 
And the winners are... 

Those of you who were able to make it, we thank you for stopping by our booth at this year’s Harrisburg Fire 
Expo! 
Congratulations to Scott Stein, Hershey Fire Dept. and Dave Ruyak, Upper Milford Western District 
Fire Co., winners of our Harrisburg Fire Expo drawings.  Scott won the hand-crocheted, firefighter afghan 
and Dave won the framed, firefighter picture.  We’ll see you next year!! 
The afghan was provided by Nancy’s Embroidery, 570-773-3831, nancy600@verizon.net and the picture by NorthEast Art 
Services, 215-361-3097, steve@northeastart.com.  Give them a call or e-mail if you’d like to place an order. 
 
Relief Association Seminar 

�x Wed., June 4th at the Wright Twp. Vol. Fire Dept., 477 S. Main Rd., Mountain 
Top. 

To register, call the Bureau of Firefighters’ Relief Audits at (717) 787-1308 or e-mail 
fire@auditorgen.state.pa.us. 

ESIP Training Seminars - “How to Prevent Theft in Your Organization”   
�x Tues., Sept. 30th at 7:00pm at the Hershey Fire Dept.   
�x Wed., Oct. 1st at 7:00pm at the Twp. of Spring Fire Dept. 
To register for any Provident or ESIP seminar, go to www.insuranceforvolunteers.com 
or call Tony at 1-800-882-0801 ext. 13.  See the flyer below 

 
Do you have a training class you’d like offered?  Chances are we can get it for you. 

Call or e-mail us with your needs! 

 

 
SAFETY ALERT!!!!!  
A federal mandate will require ambulance crews, firefighters, police and media who respond to vehicle 
accidents and other incidents to wear safety vests on most area highways. 
The regulation takes effect Nov. 24, 2008 for federal-aid highways and roads that receive federal funds for 
construction and maintenance.  
More than 100 workers are killed each year and an additional 20,000 workers injured in the highway and 
street construction industry, the federal government says. More than 50 firefighters were killed by vehicles at 
accident scenes from 1996 to 2006.  Motorists approaching an emergency scene a road or highway almost 
always focus on the flashing lights on the vehicles and may not see personnel working at the scene. 
 
While many emergency service organizations have already adopted a policy to have all members wear vests 
on all highway incidents, many do not meet the federal mandate.  Responders have to wear high-visibility 
safety apparel such as a reflective vest that can be seen from all sides. Current firefighter coats and pants, 
which have reflective tape on them, do not meet the mandated standards.  Be Safe – Be Seen! 



 
 

 

Humane Fire Co., Mahanoy City will be selling raffle tickets for the June NASCAR® 
race at Pocono.  Winning ticket based on the Memorial Day 7PM PA Daily Number 
and includes a pair of Pacesetter Club tickets, food, drink, parking, and pre-race 
pit/paddock passes.  Tickets just $3 ea. Or 2/$5.  Contact Joe Lewis at 570-773-2203. 
BINGO is held at the Ryan Twp. Fire Co. every Thursday evenings.  Look for more 
information on their Chinese Auction coming in October! 
Texas Hold ‘Em Tournaments to benefit the Ogontz Fire Co. are held every 3rd Sat. 
monthly at 7:00pm and are open to all fire, police and EMS personnel.  $20 donation 
door fee.  Contact Phil at pwash5@comcast.net for more info. 
Columbia Hose Co., Shenandoah will hold its Annual Block Party starting Fri., June 
6th thru Sun., June 8th.  Home-made food – including the Columbia’s famous Bleenies, 
fun and DJ entertainment nightly with a fire truck parade on Fri. at 7:00PM.  E-mail 
Shari at steelriver@verizon.net for more info. 
Family Health & Safety Awareness Day hosted by the Rescue Fire Co., 
Susquehanna Twp. will be held on Sat., June 21st from 11am – 2pm.  See the flyer 
below. 
Independence Day Jamboree Raffle & Benefit Concert will be held at the Lynnport 
Community Fire Company on Sat., July 5th from 4pm - 10 pm at the Kempton 
Fairgrounds (near Rts 143 & 737).  Donation $25 (allows 1 adult and accompanied 
children under 16 to enjoy all festivities).  Live music, fireworks, food and fun. Bring 
your lawn chairs. Tickets available online at www.lynnportfireco.org or call Heather 
610-298-2995 for more info. 
East Greenville Fire Co. will be holding their Annual Carnival  July 9th - 12th.  Plenty 
of music, food and rides along with their famous carnival BINGO is held in their air- 
conditioned hall. 
Community Fire Co., Frystown will hold its 1st Annual Motorcycle Show and 
Carnival.  July 12, 2008 from 4PM to 9PM with kids games, adult games, food and pig 
roast, prizes, motorcycles and live music.  CFCF is located at 485 Frystown Road, 
Myerstown, PA 17067.  Contact Ray Marks at 717-866-7233 for information.  
Citizens Fire Co., Slatedale will  hold its annual Picnic on Sat., July 12th from 4PM-
10PM.  Live music from 7PM-10PM along with food, games and more all day.  Come 
out and have a good time! 
Citizens Fire Co., Slatedale will hold its annual Pig Roast on Sat., Aug. 2nd.  Call 610-
767-9453 for more information 
Friendship Fire Co., Birdsboro will be holding its 10th Annual Scramble Golf 
Outing on Sun., Sept. 28th at the Reading Country Club.  Lunch at 11:00; Shot-gun start 
at 12:30 and Dinner at 6:00.  For more information please call 610-582-0058. 
Conshohocken Fire Co. #2 will be holding its 7th Annual Golf Tournament on Wed., 
Sept. 17th at the Turtle Creek Golf Course, Limerick.  4-Man scramble format with a 
Noon shotgun start.  Dinner will follow at the Great American Pub.  To register or for 
more info. contact Steve Phipps at 610-960-5793 or sphipps@idexcorp.com 

  
 
 
Llanerch Fire Co. (Delaware) - www.llanerchfire.org 
Lancaster Emer. Medical Services (Lancaster) - www.lemsa.com 
Trexlerton Fire Co. (Lehigh) – www.trexlertownfirecompany.com 
Mont Clare Fire Co. (Montgomery) – www.montclarefire.org 
Community Fire Co., Cornwall (Lebanon) - www.cornwallfire.com 
Willow Grove Fire Co. (Montgomery) – www.tiller10.com 

 

 
 



Make a Difference…Be Safe 
By Bill Tricarico , Director, Loss Control Services 

Emergency Services Insurance Program 
 

According to the National Safety Council, June is Safety Month.  The theme of this year’s Safety Month is 
“Make A Difference.”  That’s ironic considering you folks reading this, whether career or volunteer, or Fire 
or EMS; make a difference everyday in your community. 
As I write this, 48 firefighters have died in the line of duty thus far in 2008 according to the United States 
Fire Administration.  If this trend continues about 120 will die before the end of the year, a tragic and 
unacceptable number.  In addition, an untold number Firefighters and EMS providers have been 
injured…while making a difference. 
Sometimes, we all need to look at things from a different perspective.  I think this may be an opportune time 
to do just that and consider National Safety Month as a time to make a difference to yourself, all of your 
loved ones and everyone who depends on you, by changing some habits. 
The National Safety Council has divided the month into 4 separately themed weeks which is an excellent 
idea.  I’m certain that if you thought long and hard, you could come up with four areas which could make 
you safer in what you do.  For instance, in week one, what if you buckled that seat belt every time you 
responded to an incident…hey, if you could do that, I’ll bet you could do it every time you got into a vehicle 
from now on.  After you’ve done it for a week you may see that it’s no big deal… it’s easy…it didn’t 
interfere with your mission, and now that you’re in the habit, you’ll keep right on doing it.    
The second week is a great time to begin taking better care of you.  How about some fruit instead of that ice 
cream and taking a walk instead of watching that TV show.  If it’s been a while since your last physical, how 
about picking up the phone and making an appointment?  It’s tragic that every year, the leading cause of line 
of duty death is heart attacks.  Adding further to that tragedy is that in the majority of these cases, a simple 
physical would have uncovered the issue which could have been corrected before such a terrible event 
occurred. 
 
Okay, week three and guess what?  This is the 2008 Fire/EMS Safety, Health and Survival Week as well!  
This very important program, sponsored by the International Association of Fire Chiefs, has the theme, 
“Committed to Long Term Results.”  The recommended activities and materials incorporate three key areas: 

1) Initiate an Emergency Vehicle Policy (You started that in week 1 with Seat Belts) 
2) Fully implement the Wellness-Fitness Initiative (Hey, that was week 2) 
3) Fully implement NFPA 1500 (OK, now you’ve got some work to do) 

More information may be found at www.iafc.org/safetyweek  I guess that sets up some work for all of you 
during week three of the month.  
As you move into week four, its time to think about protecting yourself when working incidents on 
highways.  Over the last few years, the streets have become as deadly to first responders as burning buildings 
and contagious disease.  The good news is that the U.S. Fire Administration is going to help this week.  They 
have recently published a report, “Traffic Incident Management Systems.”  The report includes valuable 
information designed to help make incident scenes in traffic areas safer with information such as proper 
placement of equipment, effective distances for placement of warning signs, flagger training and placement, 
highway scene safety survival basics, and much more.  You may download a free copy of the report from 
https://www.usfa.dhs.gov/downloads/pdf/publications/tims_0408.pdf  
There now, you’ve got some work to do during Safety Month.  But the results could mean so many more first 
responders still around and making a difference for many safety months to come. 
 
Oh, and since all of this worked so well in June, it will also work in July and August and into 2009 and 2010 
and so on.  Safety, just as fire prevention, doesn’t last for just a week or a month.  It is a plan for life.  So go 
ahead and make a difference you can live with.   
 



 

Got something you’re selling? 
Looking to Buy, Sell or Trade? - List it here  -  FREE! 

Aquishicola Fire Co. has a Motorola Syntor 9000X low-band radio for sale.  31-
50mHz, 100-watt.  Also available are Motorola UHF Minitor Pagers.  453.100 
frequency with cases and batteries.  Contact Rory Koons at 610-826-2066 for more info. 
Diamond Fire Co., Walnutport has a Barron II Cylinder Refill System for sale.  5,000 
psi, 13.2 cfm w/ 3-cylinder enclosed fill station and 2 cascade cylinders.  Contact Mike 
Wentz at 610-597-0376 or station29@enter.net for more info.  
Nesquehoning Fire Co. #1 has 11 – 100’ sections of 5” LDH w/ Stortz connections for 
sale.  Contact Chief McArdle at 570-669-6684 for more info.  
Western Salisbury Vol. Fire Co. has a  1986 Mack CF/688/Ward 1979 1,000 GPM 
Pumper for sale.  Asking price is $32,000.  For more info. contact Chief Steve Schneider 
at 610-266-7100 or Chief Eng. Jack Kelly as 610-432-3847. 
Barren Hill Fire Co.  has a 1972 Custom 20 Brush Truck and a 1994 Ford Club Wagon 
Fire Police Van for sale by bid through April 30th.  Both trucks are sold as is.  For more 
info. contact Chief Chris Schwartz at 610-825-2250 of 
BHFCTruckCommittee@comcast.net. 
Aquashicola Fire Co. has a 1994 FL-80 Freightliner Tanker for sale.  2,000 gal. tank 
with a 500 gal PTO Pump.  Contact Rory Koons at 610-826-2066 for more info. 
East Allen Township Fire Department has recently taken delivery of a Pierce/Ford F550 
QRV vehicle. This truck along with carrying an AED and medical supplies is also 
equipped with a 500 gpm pump and carriers 250 gallons of water. We also took delivery 
of a Pierce Quantum Heavy Rescue. This is equipped with a light tower, air cascade 
system and a Hurst Tri-Mode power unit with three Hurst Reels. Check out our web site 
at eastallenfire.org for more details.  
Western Salisbury Vol. Fire Co. is selling a 1986 Mack CF688/Ward 79 Pumper.  
34,400 miles, Allison Automatic Transmission.  1,000 GPM, 500 gal. tank and many 
extras.  Truck is in excellent condition with an asking price of $32,000 (negotiable).  For 
more info. contact Chief Steve Schneider at 610-266-7100 or Chief Engineer Jack Kelly 
at 610-432-3847.  www.westernsalisbury.org. 
Ruscombmanor Fire Co. has 2 Honeywell smoke eaters for sale.  For additional info. 
call Eric at 610-223-9577 or Tom 610-721-6028. 

 
Correction:   In last month’s newsletter, we had a link to view foam testing done on Ethanol, but the link did not 
work.  Here’s is the corrected link:  http://www.dtnethanolcenter.com/index.cfm?show=10&mid=62#details 
 
 
From the Desk of Wes Fritz… 
It’s that time of the year when I begin to think of the increased call volume many fire companies experience 
with the dreaded “brush fire”.  As this season approaches, we usually receive a few phone calls or e-mails 
asking us what’s the best way to insure a vehicle received from the Dept. of Conservation & Natural 
Resources (DCNR) – or as I affectionately call them, the Department of Creeks and Sticks. 
Many fire companies are provided vehicles from the DCNR which they convert into fire service units, 
usually brush trucks.  In talking to one of our clients who works at the DCNR, he informed us there are two 
programs in which vehicles are made available to fire companies. 
The first program is the Federal Excess Program in which vehicles are provided to emergency service 
organizations at no charge.  The DCNR will give the fire company the truck, but retain the title and when the 
truck was no longer of use to the fire company, they simply return it to DCNR (who probably just scrapped 
it) and applied for another truck.   
 
In these cases, placing the truck on the fire company’s policy was nothing more than adding the truck to the 
Auto Liability section.  In most cases there was no need to carry physical damage coverage because the fire 
company didn’t “own” the truck and if it got wrecked, the fire company could simply return it to DCNR, and 
again, apply for another one.   



 
However, in many cases the fire company probably mounted additional equipment onto the truck such as a 
tank, pump, light bar, etc.  Such equipment, when mounted to the vehicle becomes part of the vehicle and 
covered under mobile equipment (the vehicle), not portable equipment.  In those situations, the fire company 
could then add the truck to the vehicle policy for the value of the equipment they added to the truck. 

For example, a fire company is given a truck from DCNR, adds $10,000 worth of equipment to it by 
adding a pump, tank, light bar and mobile radio.  The fire company, even though they don’t own the 
truck, can still put the vehicle on their policy for $10,000.00 of physical damage because the added 
that much value to the truck. 

The new program is through the Dept. of Defense, in which the organization is given title to these trucks – 
through the DCNR - so the company would not only need to add the truck to the Auto Liability policy, but 
they could also opt to add the truck to their policy for physical damage as well - even if they don’t add or 
mount any additional equipment to it.  This way, if the truck was damaged or wrecked, it would be covered 
under the ESIP policy, same as it would be for the company’s pumper, aerial, rescue truck, etc. 
When applying for and receiving a truck from DCNR, it is best to find out in advance which program the 
vehicle is being provided through so we can place the proper insurance coverage for you. 
To inquire about receiving vehicles through the DCNR visit their website at www.dcnr.state.pa.us. 
 
Until next month, Take Good Care. 
 
 

 E-Mail  Cell  
Office  
Ext. 

 

Amye Compitello amye@generalinsuranceinc.com 215-317-8414  10 
Linda Fritz  linda@generalinsuranceinc.com   11 
Maureen Farrell  maureen@generalinsuranceinc.com 215-260-2725  12 
Tony Blackwell  tony@generalinsuranceinc.com 570-764-6033 13 
Wes Fritz wes@generalinsuranceinc.com 215-317-8414 14 
Candy Vigorita candy@generalinsuranceinc.com  15 
Jim Caine JimCaine@verizon.net 215-514-5815 20 

Now Serving you with 3 Locations! 

Southeast PA 515 Stump Rd., Suite 234,  
North Wales, PA  19454 

267-640-0911 

800 
882-0801 

Southern  
New Jersey 

665 Mill Creek Rd. 
Manahawkin, NJ 08050 609-978-9911 

Northeast PA 600 W. Centre St. 
Mahanoy City, PA  17948 

570-772-3192 




